
 

 
 

                             AGENDA 

2020 Kansas Sentencing Commission Workshop 

 

 

9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.          September 16, 2020 

Zoom Link 

9:00 a.m. – 9:05 a.m. Welcome, Introductions & Housekeeping 
 

Hon. W. Lee Fowler, Chair 

9:05 a.m. - 9:15 a.m. Welcome  

Governor Laura Kelly, State of Kansas 

9:15 a.m. – 9:15 a.m. Approval of Agenda & the August 27, 2020 Meeting Minutes 
 

Hon. W. Lee Fowler, Chair  

9:15 a.m. – 11:00 a.m. Policy Reforms Can Strengthen Community Supervision 
 

Erin Harbinson, Ph.D., Research Scholar, Robina Institute of Criminal Law and Criminal Justice, 

University of Minnesota Law School 

Kelly Mitchell, Esq., Executive Director, Robina Institute of Criminal Law and Criminal Justice, 

University of Minnesota Law School 

Connie Utada, Esq., Manager, Public Safety Performance Project, The Pew Charitable Trusts 

11:00 a.m. – 11:15 a.m. Morning Break 

11:15 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. SB 123: Program Growth and Pandemic Response       

                                                                       

Kira Johnson, LMLP, SB 123 Program Director, Kansas Sentencing Commission 

12:00 p.m. – 1:00 p.m. Lunch – On your own 

1:00 p.m. – 2:30 p.m. Kansas Criminal Justice Reform Evaluation 

Patrick Armstrong, Esq., Project Manager, The Council for State Governments Justice Center 

Carl Reynolds, Esq., Senior Legal & Policy Advisor, The Council for State Governments Justice Center 

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83464322050?pwd=b0g5WXNpbEMrUVFEU1RFNHhqa1Y1dz09


 

 
 

2:30 p.m. – 2:45 p.m. Afternoon Break 

2:45 p.m. – 5:00 p.m. Review & Discussion of Proposed Legislation 

KSSC Commission Members 

5:00 p.m. Adjourn  
 

Hon. W. Lee Fowler, Chair 

 

 

 

K.S.A. 74-9101(b)(15) describes the Commission’s charge to make policy recommendations to the Executive and 

Legislative branches of Kansas government. It provides in pertinent part: 

 

…When the commission's projections indicate that the inmate population will exceed 

available prison capacity within two years of the date of the projection, the commission shall 

identify and analyze the impact of specific options for (A) reducing the number of prison 

admissions; or (B) adjusting sentence lengths for specific groups of offenders. Options for 

reducing the number of prison admissions shall include, but not be limited to, possible 

modification of both sentencing grids to include presumptive intermediate dispositions for 

certain categories of offenders. Intermediate sanction dispositions shall include, but not be 

limited to: Intensive supervision; short-term jail sentences; halfway houses; community-

based work release; electronic monitoring and house arrest; substance abuse treatment; and 

pre-revocation incarceration. Intermediate sanction options shall include, but not be limited 

to, mechanisms to explicitly target offenders that would otherwise be placed in prison. 

Analysis of each option shall include an assessment of such options impact on the overall 

size of the prison population, the effect on public safety and costs. In preparing the 

assessment, the commission shall review the experience of other states and shall review 

available research regarding the effectiveness of such option… 
  



 

 
 

 

                             AGENDA 
2020 Kansas Sentencing Commission Workshop 

 

 

9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.          September 17, 2020  

Zoom Link 

9:00 a.m. – 9:05 a.m. Opening Remarks & Housekeeping 
 

Hon. W. Lee Fowler, Chair 

9:05 a.m. – 10:15 a.m. KDOC: Alternatives to Incarceration 

Hope Cooper, Deputy Secretary, Kansas Department of Corrections 

10:15 a.m. – 10:30 a.m. Morning Break 

10:30 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. Gender Responsiveness – In Search of a Prescreening Sentencing Tool for Kansas 

Ashley Bauman, MS, MBA, BCC, Bauman Consulting Group, LLC 

Breanna Boppre, Ph.D., Assistant Professor, Graduate Coordinator, School of Criminal Justice, Wichita 

State University 

Alex Holsinger, Ph.D., Professor of Criminal Justice & Criminology, 

Undergraduate Advisor, University of Missouri-Kansas City 

12:00 p.m. – 1:15 p.m. Lunch – On your own 

1:15 p.m. – 2:15 p.m.  Review & Discussion of Proposed Legislation 

 

KSSC Legislative Committee  

2:15 p.m. – 2:30 p.m. Afternoon Break 

2:30 p.m. – 5:00 p.m. Policy Options Determination Wrap-up 

 

KSSC Commission Members  

5:00 p.m. Adjourn 

Hon. W. Lee Fowler, Chair 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88105799080?pwd=cnl5R1BNeDhFUTlYaVRrdHQ4VE9aUT09


 

 
 

             

Next Meeting:  Thursday, October 22, 2020 

     

K.S.A. 74-9101(b)(15) describes the Commission’s charge to make policy recommendations to the Executive and 

Legislative branches of Kansas government. It provides in pertinent part: 

 

…When the commission's projections indicate that the inmate population will exceed 

available prison capacity within two years of the date of the projection, the commission shall 

identify and analyze the impact of specific options for (A) reducing the number of prison 

admissions; or (B) adjusting sentence lengths for specific groups of offenders. Options for 

reducing the number of prison admissions shall include, but not be limited to, possible 

modification of both sentencing grids to include presumptive intermediate dispositions for 

certain categories of offenders. Intermediate sanction dispositions shall include, but not be 

limited to: Intensive supervision; short-term jail sentences; halfway houses; community-

based work release; electronic monitoring and house arrest; substance abuse treatment; and 

pre-revocation incarceration. Intermediate sanction options shall include, but not be limited 

to, mechanisms to explicitly target offenders that would otherwise be placed in prison. 

Analysis of each option shall include an assessment of such options impact on the overall 

size of the prison population, the effect on public safety and costs. In preparing the 

assessment, the commission shall review the experience of other states and shall review 

available research regarding the effectiveness of such option… 


