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The proportion 
of women in 
the U.S. prison 
population rose 
from 4% to 7% 
since 1978

Bureau of Justice Statistics, 2018



Women are more likely than men to be 
incarcerated for non-violent offenses
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Men are incarcerated in Kansas jails at 
a higher rate than women as of 2015

Bureau of Justice Statistics, 2018
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Overall, the rate increase since 1970 for 
Kanas is much higher than the US

Bureau of Justice Statistics, 2018

(rate per 100,000)
Kansas 16x 

US 6x



The rate increase in Kansas jail 
populations since 1970 was far greater 
for women in comparison to men 

Bureau of Justice Statistics, 2018
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Women’s Pathways to System-Involvement

Boppre, Salisbury, & Parker, 2018
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Narratives
“When I was about six or seven, my mom remarried. He 
abused us girls in every sense of the word for a couple 
years. He really committed the worst abuse when any of us 
were left alone. [I use because of] my childhood... I don't 
like feeling lows in my emotions. I use not to feel... I 
wanted to be numb... I would say that my childhood, out 
of everything we talked about, had the most impact on [my 
system-involvement].” 

–Scarlet

Boppre & Boyer, 2019
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Issues with 
“gender-neutral”

Salisbury, Boppre, & Kelly, 2016

Gender-neutral is not truly neutral

Correctional approaches are largely 
androcentric and male-based

Generalized approaches do not 
account for the distinct needs of 
women, especially related to trauma 



Issues with Gender-
Neutral Assessment

Gender-neutral assessments tend to 
overclassify women

Gender-neutral assessments miss needs 
most relevant to women

Hardyman & Van Voorhis, 2004; Salisbury et al., 2016



Gender-Responsive 
Correctional Strategies

Uses research on gendered 
experiences to direct policies, 
programs, and procedures for women

Tailors supervision and services to 
women’s needs and strengths

Bloom, Owen, & Covington, 2003



Gender-Responsive

Assessment Supervision Treatment Case
Planning



Effectiveness
Research consistently shows that gender-
responsive assessment and treatment are 
more effective at preventing recidivism 
and other crime-related outcomes than 
those that are “gender-neutral” 

Gobeil, Blanchette, & Stewart, 2016; Salisbury et al., 2016





Future Directions for Kansas
Gender-responsive assessment (whether new or 
existing) has the potential to address the specific 
pre-trial needs and diversion for women

Keep intersectionality and genderfluidity in mind
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